, Memorandum of Telephone Interview of Frank Holloman 



0n September 15, 197 6, the undersigned telephoned 
Mr. Frank Holloman, former Director of Fire and Police, Memphis 
Tenn. I identified myself as a Department of Justice Attorney 
assigned to the Attorney General's Task Force investigating the 
FBI c investigation of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and stated that I would like to ask ^im some questions. 
Mr. Holloman said that he would cooperate in any way he could 
and related the following information. ’ 
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'• Mr. Holloman said that he cams 
to Memphis in August of I959 and-was the SAC of the Memphis FBI 
office until the Spring of i960 ^-i\ C 

- - ^He retired from the FBI in 

July of 1964. For about two years thereafter he was Director 
of Development at Memphis State University. In 1966 he became 
Executive Director of the Mid-South Medical Center Council for 
Comprehensive Health Planning. From January 1, 1968 until 
October 31, 1970, he was Director of Fire and Police for the 
City of Memphis. 

/ 

As far as he can recall, Mr. Holloman said the Tactical 
units of the police department were organized in January or 
February of 1968 for the purpose of avoiding riots which other 
cities, such as Detroit, had experienced. After the Sanitation 
Workers Strike began, the units were used to escort garbage 
trucks in their efforts to pick up trash. 

Mr. Holloman stated that Fire Station No. 2 on N. Main 
Street was used as a surveillance post in an effort to protect 
Dr. King. He said police officers had met-Dr. King at- the 
airport when he arrived in Memphis and offered him protection , 
which he refused. Mr. Holloman believes Dr. King and his aides 
felt the police were attempting to spy on their activities in 
connection with the strike. Thus, he said, the police resorted 
to observing Dr. King and his group from the fire station. 

According to Mr. Holloman, this surveillance post had not been 
used before Dr. King arrived and refused protection. Mr. Holloman 
said a physical inspection of the general area was not because 

the police did not know where Dr . King was planning to stay prior 
to 'his arrival. ; 
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With respect to the removal of officer Eduard a 

duty at the fire statinn . award Redditt from 

April k W6 1 « surveillance post on the afternoon of 
p , A 4., xyoo, Mr. Holloman stated that he was in a u 

Srsrr^ -~o “ 
22“‘ SS^r* Sf S" had 

.hn/sr^c^: 

-’WlITSS? ^ “ th = *"* “ ** * £32* 

knmlo , Mr. Holloman stated that he does not recall having anv 
knowledge of the transfers of firemen Norvell Wallace and Flnvd 
Newsom from fire station no. 2 on the day prior tf£ £nl's 
assassrnation. He said he has since leaded trm^tSS asked 

SSni 2 aSon a ?of th McC ° n ° u « h who ha <i infiltrated the 

organization for the purpose of finding out what they were going 



Mr. Holloman indicated that he desired a copy of the 

r •° r ‘° J r,? f 5l “«= >* >»d read ih.t ITSuS S 

presentative was contemplating an investigation. He stated " 

£*L T+\ POSSihly be lnte ^-ed by them and he ^ouS Snt 

Sf\ h ?*.? a4 Said t0 me * 1 advlsed **• Holloman that I 

£ve to ^ ! W °^ d be a Problem, but the request would 

have to be cleared with the Task Force Leader. 
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Mr. Fra^H0U«r r r 1 ' i ' 19 £- the m *'r S l e n'd telephoned 
™'« Investigation or Le SLnJnSon oPor SrSf “* 
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to Memphis in Atum-t „r mm ’*, Mr * Holloma n said that he came • 
office until the Spring of ^ i 960 ^ ^ bAC ° f th * Mcmphis FUI 

July of 106U Fnr nho„ t * He retlred from the FBI in 

of Development at Memphis ET t0r 

S^SSth^nf' “? ^ioSteT^o lS 

October 11 ?070 2 E" 6 ' Prom J, " uar » 1. 1966 until 

City o? S?’ eCt ° r ° f Plre and PoU “ f °>' «• 
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unitn n /?u far ff h<? Can recaU * Mr- Holloman said the Tactical 

February “T*** "** ™ ized ln Janu^ry or 

citieT^uch SV'Soif hY° Se ° f QVOidiD6 ri0t2 whi <* ot; her 
Workers s^Wh had expcrienced - After the Sanitation 

sx'si* s-r to — * 

srs -r? s zss 

airnor+^h 11 . Said police officers had met Dr. King at the 

connection with the strike. Thus he said thl 

to observing Dr. King and his gro^p from the fire^Uon!* 

useci^be fore 0 Dr' r " Ki n^arr i ’ ^ ls surveillance post had not been 
, * w arrived, and. roiused. protection Mr* Kniinman 
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duty at Stef fr ° m 

April 4, 1968, Mr. Holloman stated tha^ he was ° f " 

relating to the injunction against fnrth^ X court hearing, 
5:00pm. When he returned to . mrc ^ e s, until about 

threat had been VU ill'-* u?.**?*? “““ “ 

ordered hi. to cnSfE « TJ ' ^ hls °™s* or whether he 

he advised Redditt of the threat and n ’ Hollornan said 

Into a motel under an annual! ° rd " dd to move hit family 

Redditt followed the orde^T Z,'c °T " 0t kn °“ “hether 
been received by other official'- ab ° Ut the threat had 

“hide he wan In Court! Z ,,S’ ?„ °hler of Police McDonald, 
source of the informal ■£.? * k "°“ «* 
government agency Aft^ tw* v J " LS that xt was from som e 
he was busy restoring order to thf !n Sh °J ^ the ri ° ts start ed 
was out of his hands . ity and tlle matte r of the threat 

knowle^rT^Sfa^ 4 h ° d “» “»t recall havl„ 8 any 
Hewsom from fire station no “ OU “ e “ d F1 ^ d 

assassination. He said he , 7 Pri ° r to Dr ’ ^"S's 

him by newspaper people that thev” 06 learned from questions asked 
no knowledsfS tS^jL^^tSTuir*'*"**' ^ 

"Invader#! S? P H011o^n' l Mld 1 that a th Ut 1 ? tormer C0vera «e of the 
police had was Nkirrell Mcfnll v, ° n ^ Jr in ^ orm er the Memphis 
organization for^hf McC °U-°ugh who had infiltrated the 

to 6 do r the ° f findla e out what they were going 



memorandimi * of °i nt ervi ew^i n ce ^he ^ 1 ** C daSired a co Py of the 
Representative vaHSemnJSw n had read that the House of 
that he could possiblv h-. i nt t \ an inves tigation. He stated 
to know What hfhS ^iS to * hem and he WOUld want 

did not think this would j! 7' ^ advlced Mr. Holloman that I 
have to be fle^d ^ ^ 
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w- F. WALKHi 

■ttorney, Department of Justice 
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